
 Delicious Kosher Challot and Bread are available locally. Please 

order these by each Wednesday  from the AHC office for pick up on   

Friday morning. 

 
Meat orders and Glick’s bread:  The delivery will  arrive on 2nd    

February. 

 
We wish Refuah Shlemah to Gilbert Fromm, Ivor Lee, Jeanette Ailion,  

Maurice Nahmad ,Nina Hassan, Rosy Costi, Sybil Ailion Mara Zaks, Mary 

Schechter , Kitty Anderson and anyone else who has been  unwell re-

cently. 
On behalf of the AHC members, Board and staff we wish our deepest 

condolences to Dr Dan Ellis for the loss of his mother Dinah.  May 

Hashem comfort you with all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 
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Yahrzeits 

   
We wish the following members long life on their Yahrzeits: 

 

Mrs Sybil Ailion for her mother Bessie Cohen 

 

Mrs Yvette Alhanati for her father Leon Anaf 

 

Mr David Baden Bayer for his mother-in-law Rose Freyer 

 

Mrs Esther Baden for her mother Rose Freyer 

 

Mrs Victoria Feldstein  for her mother Rose Freyer 

 

Mrs Dora Kabbani for her husband Johny  Kabbani 

 
Mrs Klara Katsman  for her mother Chasya Benenson 

 

Mrs  Barbara Alfreda Krell for her mother Ivy Marks 

 

Mrs Bessie Krell for her father Abie Solomon 
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Thoughts for the week – "We Don’t Live In a Bubble" 

 
Much of Parashat Mishpatim is devoted to the Torah’s code of civil law, the 

foundations of the Halachot pertaining to interpersonal relations and     

financial disputes. One of the classic laws presented in this Parasha is that 

of “Bor,” a pit or other obstruction in the public domain (21:33). If a     

person digs a hole in a public area, or even if he removes the cover of a 

hole, such as a manhole, for example, he bears liability for damages that 

occur as a result. As the one who created the potentially dangerous      

obstruction, he is responsible to remove it – by covering the hole – and if 

he fails to do, then he is liable to compensate for damages that occur as a 

result. 

 
The Halacha of “Bor” reflects the broader obligation to always carefully      

consider how our conduct and actions may affect other people. This law      

reminds us that we do not live in a bubble; we cannot act as we please and 

do whatever suits us, without concern for how this might impact upon our 

fellow citizens. 

 

The great Jewish Sages went very far in applying this principle. The story is 

told of the Hafetz Haim (Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, 1839-1933) who was 

once    walking with several students through a public area. He noticed a 

scrap of    paper on the ground, and initially thought that it was from a   

Torah book. Immediately, he bent down to pick it up. When he saw that 

the page did not contain Torah material, he instinctively dropped it on the 

ground. A moment later, went back to pick it up. 

 
He explained to his students that if he had left the paper on the ground, 

then another Jew might pass by and, like him, think that it was a page of 

Torah material that must not be left on the ground. It would be  improper, 

the Hafetz Haim said, to cause another person even this slight  inconven-

ience of bending down to pick up a strewn piece of paper  unnecessarily. 

He therefore made a point of picking the page up off the ground. 

 

The Hafetz Haim understood that the Halacha of “Bor” serves as a        

prototype for all kinds of disruptions and inconvenience that a person 

could cause through his conduct. Just as a person is held liable for  damages 

caused by a hole he digs, similarly, we are to ensure not to cause any kind 

of harm, disturbance or inconvenience to others. The Torah instructs us to 

think very carefully about how our actions can potentially impact other 

people. We share this world with many people, and we must  therefore be 

sensitive to their  concerns at all times. As the Hafetz Haim taught us, we 

must avoid doing  anything that could cause even minor  inconvenience to 

others – just as we would not want others to inconvenience us. 
 

(by Rabbi Eli Mansour -dailyhalacha.com) 
 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Rabbi Netanel Friedler 

 


